Dr Margaret Personal Profile

Kilvington In 2010 | started my own business providing social research,
facilitation and evaluation expertise into environmental

Independent Social management initiatives and research programmes.

Research, Evaluation & | | haye worked within the environmental management and

Facilitation

research sector for the past 20 years. From an original background
in ecology and natural resource management, | have developed a
primary interest in the theory and praxis of collaboration, and
social learning.

68 Reserve Terrace
Lyttelton,

Christchurch 8082
In my previous role at Landcare Research | worked alongside

03 328 8052 colleagues over 14 years to build a unique unit focussed on

021077 9376 understanding and facilitating the social processes of complex
environmental management challenges.

Margaret.Kilvington@ | am committed to practices that improve the learning and

gmail.com response capacity of organisations, groups, and communities to

the global, national, and local environmental challenges they face.

Key Skills

Social research: My research focus is on understanding how different social processes
such as communication, collaboration, information exchange, social and organisation
learning can be performed in ways that affect the range of possible solutions to
environmental problems and the capacity to learn in any given situation.

In particular | explore how different knowledge bases and cultural approaches to situations
can be communicated and collectively learnt from.

My methodologies include:
e Grounded theory
e Participatory action research
e Qualitative social research methods

| have authored and co-authored referred journal articles, reports and publications aimed at
supporting policy development in areas such as behaviour change, community based
environmental management, & environmental management knowledge & information
systems (see publications).

Evaluation: My focus in evaluation is on participatory developmental evaluation
approaches as a structured way of supporting learning about complex programme
environments. | have worked to incorporate evaluation approaches in a range of .initiatives
over the past 20 years. | have published approaches to stakeholder analysis, use of
checklists in supporting team self- reflective evaluation, and frameworks for understanding
and assessing progress in integrated environmental management initiatives (see
publications).



Facilitation: | have 20 years’ experience in the design and facilitation of groups and
forums particularly those integrating technical information alongside other sources of
knowledge regarding the management of natural resources.

| have published journal articles and informal guidance material on creative approaches to
dialogue on environmental management (see publications)

Networks & context knowledge

| have extensive networks amongst the resource management practitioner, academic and
research communities of Aotearoa New Zealand. | work with organisations and groups across a
wide range of environmental and resource management issues giving me familiarity with,
language, relationships and key concepts in areas including: freshwater management,
biodiversity, biosecurity, natural hazard management, catchment management and resource use
efficiency.

Member of ANZEA (Aotearoa New Zealand Evaluation Association)

Professional Associate —Learning for Sustainability

Professional Associate — Joint Centre for Disaster Research (Massey University and GNS)

Recognition

In recent years | have been privileged to work in teams whose work has been recognised national
and internationally

2020 New Zealand Planning Institute’s John Mawson Award of Merit for the report “Grace,
E.; France-Hudson, B., Kilvington, M. Reducing risk through the management of existing
uses: tensions under the RMA, GNS Science report 2019/55”

2019 Overall winner - Commonwealth Association of Planners Award for Outstanding
Achievement “Innovative risk-based planning and engagement for natural hazards- Bay of
Plenty”.

2017 New Zealand Planning Institute award for best practice “Innovative risk-based planning
and engagement for natural hazards- Bay of Plenty”.

Qualifications

PhD: Building capacity for social learning in environmental management (Lincoln University,
Environmental Management and Design Division, 2010)

MSc (Hons) Resource Management (Lincoln University 1994)

Postgrad Dip Sc Ecology (Canterbury University 1986)

BSc Botany & Zoology (Canterbury University 1985)


http://www.anzea.org.nz/
http://learningforsustainability.net/
http://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/learning/departments/school-of-psychology/research/disaster-research/disaster-research_home.cfm

Employment History

2010 Independent consultant & researcher:

1996- Researcher, Manaaki Whenua - Landcare Research NZ: sustainable
development, sustainable natural resource management, social learning,
participatory action research, building capacity for change

1993 Assistant Lecturer, Centre for Resource Management, Lincoln University,
Canterbury

1992 Post-graduate studies, Centre for Resource Management, Lincoln University,
Canterbury

1989 World Wide Fund for Nature, UK: UK & Northern Ireland conservation,
capacity development and site safeguard

1987 Department of Conservation, West Coast Conservancy. Protected Natural

Areas Programme Coordinator: Stockton and Deniston Plateau

Recent Contracts (2017-2020)

Cawthron Institute (2020 — 2023) Our land and water challenge. Fostering collective
responsibility

Surface Water Integrated management (SWIM) SIG (2020), workshops and preparation of
SWIM strategy— Landcare Research (Envirolink) & Environment Canterbury.

GNS Science (2017-2019). Resilience Challenge (“Edge Programme”), Retreating from
impending disaster — addressing existing land uses in hazard areas for managed retreat

GNS Science (2012 —2020), Subcontracts to the “It’s Our Fault” programme; Envirolink
programme on risk-based planning & GNS Strategic Development Fund

New Zealand Red Cross (2019) — peer support for evaluation of Marlborough/Kaikoura
earthquake response

Greater Wellington Regional Council (2016 —2017) Social Science for Freshwater
Management: Contribution to the Ruamahanga Whaitua Committee preparation of the
Whaitua Implementation plan

Landcare Research — (2011 — 2016) subcontracts to the Values, Monitoring & Outcomes in
Freshwater management programme; completion projects for the Motueka, Integrated
Catchment Management Programme

Workshops, courses & lectures:

Landcare Research (2019) Soil Health and resilience workshop, regional and central
government needs for policy on soil and ecosystem health.

Greater Wellington Regional Council (2018) — systems approach to freshwater management
workshops | & Il (with Will Allen & Associates)

Comacross project; One Health network South East Asia (2017) — participation in
interdisciplinary systems based programme review (Thailand, November 2017)

Landcare Research (2016) Research planning forum on predicting and managing tipping
points in productive systems for the National Science Challenge on Biological Heritage.
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